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Luke Clanton, Gordon Sargent, David Ford make PGA TOUR member debuts at RBC Canadian Open
PGA TOUR University among direct pathways for golf’s next stars

Clanton, Sargent earned membership through PGA TOUR University Accelerated; Ford finished
No. 1in 2025 PGA TOUR University Ranking

CALEDON, ONTARIO, Canada and PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Florida — Florida State product Luke Clanton,
Vanderbilt’s Gordon Sargent and North Carolina’s David Ford have officially joined the PGA TOUR and
will make their first starts as members this week at the RBC Canadian Open (June 5-8), held for the first
time at TPC Toronto at Osprey Valley’s North Course. Clanton and Sargent became the first two players
to earn membership through PGA TOUR University Accelerated, while Ford finished as the No. 1 player
in the 2025 PGA TOUR University Ranking. All three players will have status on TOUR through the 2026
season.

Through PGA TOUR University Accelerated, a high-achieving junior, sophomore or freshman can earn
PGA TOUR membership and become eligible for all open, Full-Field TOUR events. Players earn points
based on their accomplishments in college, amateur and professional golf, and they will earn PGA TOUR
membership if they amass at least 20 points by the end of their third year of NCAA eligibility. Sargent
and Clanton were recently joined by Auburn’s Jackson Koivun as players to earn membership through
PGA TOUR University Accelerated, with Koivun electing to return to Auburn for his junior season (2025-
26) and deferring his option to accept membership.

“Officially welcoming Luke, Gordon, and David to the PGA TOUR family marks the beginning of an
exciting journey for three rising stars—and further underscores why this is the most competitive Tour in
the world,” said PGA TOUR Commissioner Jay Monahan. “PGA TOUR University is one of several direct
pathways to the top of our sport, and we’re committed to continuing to reward the highest achievers in
college golf for years to come.”

PGA TOUR membership for the 2025 season features 17 PGA TOUR U alumni, including nine in the top
100 of the FedExCup, and 23 alumni have combined for 36 professional victories worldwide. Past No. 1
players in the PGA TOUR University Ranking include Florida State’s John Pak (2021), Texas’ Pierceson
Coody (2022), Texas Tech’s Ludvig Aberg (2023) and Stanford’s Michael Thorbjornsen (2024).

Clanton, who just completed his junior season at Florida State, secured his 20" point and PGA TOUR
membership following a made cut at the Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches in March, while Sargent
secured membership in October 2023 when he represented the United States at the World Amateur
Team Championship.

Clanton, 21, from Hialeah, Florida, capped off his time as a Seminole as the top-ranked player in the
World Amateur Golf Ranking with seven individual collegiate titles, including four this season, and was


mailto:amandaherrington@pgatourhq.com

named the recipient of the 2025 Ben Hogan Award, one of three player of the year awards in college
golf. In 13 PGA TOUR starts as an amateur, Clanton recorded four top-10s and 10 made cuts, highlighted
by runner-up finishes at the 2024 John Deere Classic and 2024 RSM Classic.

Sargent, 22, from Birmingham, Alabama, was the ninth freshman to win the NCAA individual
championship in 2022 and went on to represent his country at the Walker Cup (2022) and Palmer Cup
(2022, 2023). He was the low amateur at the 2023 U.S. Open and spent 42 weeks at No. 1 in World
Amateur Golf Ranking, later receiving the 2023 Mark H. McCormack Medal as the leading player in
WAGR. After securing his card through PGA TOUR University Accelerated in October 2023, Sargent
returned to Vanderbilt for his senior season (2024-25).

Ford turned in a stellar senior season for the North Carolina Tar Heels, claiming a school-record five
individual titles in 2024-25 to finish atop the 2025 PGA TOUR University Ranking, which annually
recognizes and rewards college golf’'s top seniors. Ford also finished with the lowest career scoring
average in program history (70.13), won the D-I Nicklaus Award, the Haskins Award presented by Stifel
and was a finalist for the Hogan Award. Ford’s collegiate career ended May 14 at the Urbana Regional,
when he finished T11 individually and North Carolina finished sixth, one spot short of qualifying for the
NCAA Championship.

Ford made his professional debut as a sponsor exemption two weeks ago at the Charles Schwab
Challenge (MC), which he earned for winning the 2024 Ben Hogan Collegiate Invitational. The RBC
Canadian Open will mark Ford’s first start as a PGA TOUR member.
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About PGA TOUR

By showcasing golf’'s greatest players, the PGA TOUR engages, inspires and positively impacts our fans,
partners and communities worldwide.

The PGA TOUR, headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, co-sanctions tournaments on the PGA
TOUR, PGA TOUR Champions, Korn Ferry Tour, PGA TOUR Americas and administers PGA TOUR Q-
School presented by Korn Ferry and PGA TOUR University. TOUR members represent the world’s best
players, hailing from 28 countries and territories. Showcasing the biggest moments in the sport with
history and legacy on the line, the PGA TOUR has long-term domestic distribution partnerships for
broadcast coverage on CBS, NBC and Golf Channel and video streaming service on ESPN+.
Internationally, PGA TOUR coverage is available across 200+ countries and territories in 30 languages via
39 broadcast and digital partners. Virtually all tournaments are organized as non-profit organizations to
maximize charitable giving, and to date, tournaments across all Tours have generated more than $4
billion.

Fans can follow the PGA TOUR via: the PGA TOUR app and PGATOUR.COM,; social media channels,
including YouTube, Facebook, Instagram (in Spanish, Korean and Japanese), LinkedlIn, TikTok, X

(in English, Spanish and Japanese); the PGA TOUR Channel on Free Ad-Supported Television (FAST)
platforms such as the Roku Channel, Samsung TV Plus, PlutoTV, Xumo, LG Channels, Tubi, Amazon’s
Freevee, FireTV and Alexa devices; and WhatsApp

(in English and Spanish), WeChat, Weibo, Toutiao and Douyin.
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